THINK! Education
Briefing for Road Safety Officers

THINK! Education logo

www.dft.gov.uk/think/education

THINK! Education is an exciting new Department for Transport road safety programme for young people aged 3–16, their teachers and parents. The resources aim to raise awareness of road safety among young people, and to help reduce the number of children killed and injured on the roads. 

More>

Resources aimed at 3–5s and 7–11s are available now, with resources for 11–16s available in autumn 2009 and resources for 5–7s in spring 2010. 
· The teachers’ area contains a guide to help senior managers plan and deliver effective road safety education along with teachers’ notes, including general guidance, curriculum links and detailed lesson ideas. 

· The pupils’ area includes interactive games, stories, information, video clips, posters, activity sheets and sound effects for pupils to ‘play’, read, ‘watch’, ‘see’, ‘do’ and ‘hear’.

· The parents’ area contains activity ideas and information about how parents can set a good example and teach their child good road safety skills, along with ‘home-link’ sheets for parents to complete with their children, reinforcing the messages of the classroom activities. 

The resources are designed to be used flexibly. Teachers can mix and match ideas to suit their class. A variety of formats and activities are provided to suit different learning styles. The interactive resources can be used on a whiteboard or suite of computers. 

The design style has been created to reflect the Tales of the Road advertising campaign. 

All the resources are free, and are available online for teachers at www.dft.gov.uk/think/education. Teachers can use the new Teacher catalogue to order print versions of Road Safety Education, teachers’ notes, activity and ‘home-link’ sheets, posters, parents’ booklets and Tales of the Road A Highway Code  (the new Arrive Alive). 

The resources in more detail

Teachers’ area

In the teachers’ area, you’ll find:

· a link to Road safety education: A guide for early years settings and schools teaching children aged 3–11. This booklet aims to help headteachers, senior managers, teachers with responsibility for PSHE and governors as well as other groups to plan and deliver effective road safety education. 

· general information about how to deliver road safety lessons for classroom teachers, curriculum links and detailed lesson ideas on the following topics, many making use of the resources in the pupils’ area:
· Early Years (3–5s)

· Theme 1: What’s on the road? (Traffic recognition)

· Theme 2: The car seat click (Using car seats and wearing seat belts)

· Theme 3: Keep hold! (How to behave near traffic)
· Theme 4: Stop, look and listen

· Theme 5: Bright is right! (Be Bright, Be Seen)

· Upper Primary (7–11s)

· Theme 1: The road ahead (Pedestrian safety)

· Theme 2: Careful crossing (Crossing the road)

· Theme 3: Ready to ride? (Cycling safety)

· Theme 4: Car wise (In-car safety)

· a link to the teacher catalogue.
Pupils’ area
The pupils’ area includes posters, an online Big Book, stories, interactive games, audio clips, video clips and activity sheets. 
The resources include the Tales of the Road booklet, which can be found in the ‘Read’ section of the Over 7s pupils’ area.

Parents’ area
The parents’ area contains activities and information for parents focusing on how they can set a good example and teach their child road safety skills. It also includes ‘home-link sheets’, which are designed for parents to complete with their children, and which tie in with the classroom activities. Parents are encouraged to use the resources from the pupils’ area with their children. 
The information from the parents’ area is available as a booklet – Road Safety Matters. There are versions for parents of 3–5s and 5–11s. 
THINK! Education and Road Safety Officers

You may wish to adapt some of the lesson ideas in the teachers’ area and the resources in the pupils’ area for their own use, or to direct the teachers that you work with to the website. 
RSOs can order copies of Tales of the Road A Highway Code (the new Arrive Alive), the parents’ booklets and Early Years’ posters in the RSO catalogue in the protected area of the THINK! website.  

More detailed information for RSOs about how to make the best use of the THINK! Education resources will be available in Autumn 2009. 
If you would be interested in helping us to develop this information for RSOs (e.g. by attending a focus group or acting as a reviewer), please contact Jemma Best from EdComs (jemma.best@edcoms.co.uk / 020 7401 4017).

