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Introduction
As part of the Road Safety Team’s commitment to providing road safety education to Derbyshire’s young people, the APE Theatre Company was commissioned to perform Too Much Punch for Judy to students aged 16-18 in 9 Derbyshire schools during the week 27th November – 1st December 2006.

Too Much Punch for Judy tells the true story of an incident which happened on May 20th 1983. Using only the words of those involved or closely affected, the play explores the problems surrounding the death of Joanna when her sister was at the wheel in a drink-drive incident.

Recent Derbyshire road casualty figures report that on average:
· Every week there are 6 road accidents involving 16-19 year old car drivers,
· Every year 364 16-19 year old car users are injured,

· The 16-25 year old age group represents 28% of all road accident casualties.
Derbyshire County Council has entered into a Public Service Agreement (PSA) scheme to meet casualty reduction targets by 2010 based on the1995-1998 average. These are:

· A 45% reduction in fatal and serious casualties – 675 casualties reduced to 371,
· A 60% reduction in child fatal and serious casualties - 83 casualties to 33.

The Questionnaires

Students were asked to fill in a ‘part 1’ questionnaire in the week prior to viewing the theatre performance.  The aim of the questionnaire was to gauge the young people’s attitudes to drinking and driving.  1305 students were expected to see the theatre production, of these 758 returned their questionnaires, resulting in a pleasing 58% return rate.  
The results for the part 1 questionnaire are shown on pages 17 and 18 of this report.
Students were then asked to fill in a ‘part 2’ questionnaire after viewing the theatre performance.  The aim of the questionnaire was to gauge the young people’s reaction to the play as well as their attitudes to drinking and driving.  855 students are thought to have seen the theatre production, of these 245 returned their questionnaires, resulting in a disappointing 29% return rate.  However, the number of students who saw each performance was not identified, and 855 was only an original estimate.  Also, at some schools students were given the questionnaires to take away and complete, so this may have contributed toward the unexpectedly low percentage returned.  Future evaluations for this age group may wish to consider an incentive to encourage higher return rates e.g. prize draws.
The results for the part 2 questionnaire are shown on pages 19 - 22.
The two questionnaires have many identical questions, so this report will aim to analyse the different responses, pre and post performance, where possible.
Only 6% of the students had a full driving licence, with 31% owning a provisional and 59% intending to apply within the next 12 months.
Student attitudes to drinking and driving

Students were asked if they feel pressure to drink alcohol when they are out with friends.  41% of males who have a full or provisional driving licence believe there is peer pressure to drink alcohol, compared to just 28% of females. 
When first asked if it is sometimes ok to drive when you have had too much to drink, 6% of males said yes, compared to just 1% of females.  When asked when this would be acceptable, 63% said in the case of an emergency.  Other comments included, “Driving to a hospital”, “If home is near by”, “It’s late and you feel sober” and “If you are a tiny bit over the limit”.  
However, in the post performance questionnaire, similar proportions of students believed it was sometimes ok to drink and drive – 5% of males and the 2% of females.  The four reasons given all centred on an emergency situation.  The suggested reasons for drink driving are all shown on page 13.
Students were asked to choose which, if any, alcoholic drinks they thought they were safe to drink before driving.  The 2 tables below show the number of male and female students who identified that they were safe to drive after different types and volumes of alcohol.
The drinks male students think they are safe to drive after
	
	Part 1
	Part 2

	1 bottle of wine
	5
	0

	3 pints of lager
	19
	3

	3 shots
	21
	4

	3 alcopops
	43
	4

	3 glasses of wine
	12
	2

	2 glasses of wine
	73
	8

	2 alcopops
	127
	14

	2 shots
	60
	8

	2 pints of lager
	97
	11

	1 shot
	155
	34

	1 alcopop
	239
	50

	1 glass of wine
	217
	44

	1 pint of lager
	247
	60


The drinks female students think they are safe to drive after

	
	Part 1
	Part 2

	1 bottle of wine
	2
	0

	3 pints of lager
	4
	4

	3 shots
	8
	2

	3 alcopops
	32
	3

	3 glasses of wine
	3
	0

	2 glasses of wine
	62
	9

	2 alcopops
	123
	18

	2 shots
	43
	5

	2 pints of lager
	68
	10

	1 shot
	149
	30

	1 alcopop
	265
	67

	1 glass of wine
	257
	55

	1 pint of lager
	253
	61


The tables clearly show the dramatic reduction in the number of students identifying alcohol they believe they are safe to drink before driving.  However, even taking into account that more students returned the part 1 questionnaire, the reduction is still clear.  For example, 21% of male students thought they were safe to drive after 2 glasses of wine before they saw Too Much Punch for Judy, compared to 7% after.  Plus 30% of female students thought that they were safe to drink 2 alcopops and drive before they saw the performance, compared to just 13% after.
The students still seem to maintain the belief that a small amount of alcohol (predominantly identified as a single drink), is safe to drink and then drive.  These figures are highlighted within the charts in blue.  Students appear to consider lager and alcopops to be safe to drink in small quantities before driving.  This may be because they believe there is less alcohol present in these drinks, or perhaps these are their drinks of choice.  
In both of the questionnaires, students were asked to consider a penalty of an 18 month ban and a £250 fine for someone who drives when over the drink/drive limit and has a car crash which results in the death of a passenger.  This is the 1983 real-life scenario which is performed within Too Much Punch for Judy.  The graphs below show the students’ views as to whether the penalty is ‘about right’, ‘too harsh’ or ‘too soft’.
Female Students: Part 1 vs. Part 2
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Male Students: Part 1 vs. Part 2
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The percentage split for all students is very similar for both the part 1 and part 2 questionnaires.  For both questionnaires, over three quarters of students consider an 18 month ban and a £250 fine to be too soft a penalty.
Students were asked to identify the extent to which they agreed with the following 8 statements:
“One drink helps you relax and concentrate”
Before the theatre was seen, 40% of male students agreed with this statement, compared to 29% afterwards.  The number of female students who disagreed with the statement decreased from 42% to 38%.  Although this question does not specifically focus on drink driving, the results could be seen to imply, at least in the short term, a change in the students’ perception of alcohol.  

After the performance, 95% of those students who disagreed with the statement ‘one drink helps you relax’ also disagreed with ‘if you can handle a car you can take a few risks’. 
“If you know how to handle a car, you can take a few risks”

The proportion of students who disagreed with this statement was very high both before and after they saw Too Much Punch for Judy.  This could be because they disagree with the statement, or because the word ‘risk’ is ambiguous and does not give examples, e.g. speeding.  The relative number of students who disagreed with the statement increased in the part 2 questionnaire, males from 67% to 79% and females from 85% to 90%.
“I would try to stop someone driving, if they had been drinking”
Again this statement could be seen as ambiguous, with the word ‘drinking’ being open for interpretation by the students.  However, after they had seen the performance, none of the females and only 4% of the males disagreed with the statement.
“If I was driving, I wouldn’t have a single drink”

The relative number of students who disagreed with this statement decreased after they had seen the theatre performance, however further research would be needed to see if this is a short or long term change of attitude.  5% of males and 2% of females disagreed in the part 2 questionnaire, compared to 16% and 8% previously.
“After a night out, I would accept a lift from someone I knew had drunk 2 pints”

There was a comparatively impressive reduction in the proportion of students who agreed with this statement once they had seen Too Much Punch for Judy.  The proportion of male students who said they would accept a lift from someone who had drunk two pints decreased from 29% to 12% and female students from 21% to 7%.
“It’s ok to drive after taking drugs, as long as they are prescribed”

The students seemed to have difficulty deciding whether they agreed or disagreed with this statement.  47-50% of students decided they were unsure in both the part 1 and part 2 questionnaires.  Perhaps this could be a future focus for selected road safety activities with this age group.
“The police can test you to see if you’ve taken drugs”

Currently, police officers can only carry out roadside tests to judge impairment caused by drug use, rather than to detect the presence of drugs in a driver's body. 
87% of students agreed with this statement after they had seen Too Much Punch for Judy.  There may be a need to educate students on the types of testing for drug driving, along with the effects of prescribed drugs on driving abilities.  The Drug and Alcohol Awareness Team, supported by the Derbyshire Road Safety Partnership, plan to launch a campaign aimed at Drug Driving in March 2007.
“There should be a zero alcohol limit for drivers”

The proportion of students who disagreed with this statement decreased after they had seen the theatre performance, with only 16% of males and 13% of females maintaining there should not be a zero alcohol limit for drivers.

Of those students who strongly agreed that they would not have a single drink, 49% also strongly agreed that there should be a zero limit for drivers.
Student evaluation of the performance
97% of female students, and 89% of male students, rated the overall performance of Too Much Punch for Judy as very good or good.  
77% of male and female students indicated that watching the performance had either ‘absolutely’ or ‘maybe’ influenced their attitude to driving.  However 14% of males and 16% of females indicated that they already had a positive attitude towards driving.
99% of all the students considered the theme of the performance to be very relevant or quite relevant to their age group.

The students’ wrote some positive comments relating to the title of the play:
“Humorous name for the play” Male 17, Anthony Gell

“The title of the play is really relevant to the message being delivered, and it sticks in the audiences mind” Female 16, Tupton Hall

Some of the remarks were associated with the Too Much Punch for Judy performance:
“Fantastic play; it strongly moved all of the sixth form – which is very hard to do” Male 16, Anthony Gell

“Best educational presentation I’ve seen” Female 16, Anthony Gell

“Fantastic acting” Female 16, Netherthorpe

The performance also seemed to prompt comments relating to the drink drive message:
“The play made me see that I will never drink and drive.  It makes you think about a lot of things” Female 16, Tupton Hall 

“People who drink and drive are ridiculous, anything can happen when your reactions are slowed down, it is not worth the risk” Female 16, Netherthorpe

“It is disgraceful that such light punishments are given after the equivalent of manslaughter” Male 16, Anthony Gell

All of the student comments are shown on pages 14 and 15.
Summary Sheet
· 21% of male students thought they were safe to drive after 2 glasses of wine before they saw Too Much Punch for Judy, compared to 7% after.  
· 30% of female students thought that they were safe to drink 2 alcopops and drive before they saw the performance, compared to just 13% after.

· The students still seem to maintain the belief that a small amount of alcohol (predominantly identified as a single drink), is safe to drink and then drive. 
· Students appear to consider lager and alcopops to be safe to drink in small quantities before driving.  
· For both questionnaires, over three quarters of students consider an 18 month ban and a £250 fine to be too soft.
· 95% of those students who disagreed with the statement ‘one drink helps you relax’ also disagreed with ‘if you can handle a car you can take a few risks’
· After they had seen the performance, none of the females and only 4% of the males disagreed with, “I would try to stop someone driving, if they had been drinking”

· 47-50% of students decided they were unsure if it is safe to drive after taking prescribed drugs both pre and post performance.  
· 87% of students agreed that police can test to see if you’ve taken drugs after seeing Too Much Punch for Judy.  
· 97% of female students, and 89% of male students, rated the overall performance of Too Much Punch for Judy as very good or good.  

· 99% of all the students considered the theme of the performance to be very relevant or quite relevant to their age group.
· 77% of male and female students indicated that watching the performance had either ‘absolutely’ or ‘maybe’ influenced their attitude to driving.  
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Reasons given for drink driving

Students’ were asked if they thought it was ok to drive when you have had too much to drink.  Those that indicated ‘yes’ were then asked to state the type of circumstances that would need to have arisen.

Part 1 Comments:
“Emergencies”

“In an emergency”

“In an emergency”

“In a life and death situation”

“If you need to take someone home”

“Emergencies”

“If you’re in an emergency to go somewhere”

“Emergencies / parties”

“In emergencies”

“Only in emergencies”
“Maybe if you are in great danger”

“Driving someone to hospital”

“It’s late and you feel sober”

“Only in emergencies”

“Can’t get home”

“If home is near-by”

“Is just a tiny bit over the limit”

“Short journey home”

“Emergency”

Part 2 Comments:

“When there is no other way home”
“Medical emergency i.e. heart attack”

“In an emergency”

“Emergencies”

Additional Comments

Student Questionnaire Part 1

“The play changed my mind about quite a lot.  It was hard hitting and made me think” Female 16, Tupton Hall
“I don’t drink alcohol as I don’t like it, however I do feel some people are pressured to drink alcohol when out with friends” Female 16, Friesland
“Drink driving kills and is a serious issue; it needs to be sorted out” Female 16, Friesland
“You should not be allowed 1 drink if you are driving” Female 17, Anthony Gell
“The amount of food consumed should be considered, and if you are in a rough area at night you are more likely to take a lift from somebody you know has had a couple” Female 16, John Port
“Don’t drink and drive” Male 16, Friesland
 “In most cases it depends on the individual person, e.g. for one person it could take 1 lager to get drunk, but for another it could take 8 lagers” Male 16, John Port
“People who drink and drive are ridiculous, anything can happen when your reactions are slowed down, it is not worth the risk” Female 16, Netherthorpe
 “It is disgraceful that such light punishments are given after the equivalent of manslaughter” Male 16, Anthony Gell
“I think it depends on the person as to what their approach to this matter is” Female 16, Belper
“The play was very good” Male 17, Tupton Hall
“No-one should be driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs” Male 17, Friesland
“A skilled driver with a higher tolerance for alcohol will probably be safer than an inexperienced driver who has a lower alcohol tolerance” Male 16, John Port
“Harsher punishments are needed as a deterrent” Female 16, Swanwick
“Some prescribed drugs should not be driven after” Female 16, Friesland

“Don’t take any notice of peer pressure, only drink as much as you know you can” Male 16, John Port
“Drinking and driving don’t mix, so don’t do it” Male 16, Netherthorpe
“I think it is wrong to have any alcohol if you are driving” Female 16, Friesland
“I think nobody should drink and drive, no matter how much they have had, because their reactions aren’t as good” Male 16, John Port
“Some people can get drunk off one glass of wine and some it won’t affect” Female 17, Friesland
“Smaller people take less alcohol to get drunk, therefore the units should be in proportion to someone’s weight and height” Female 16, John Port
Student Questionnaire Part 2
“Best educational presentation I’ve seen” Female 16, Anthony Gell
“I don’t think drinking should be legal if you intend to drive afterwards” Male 16, Pingle
“The play made me see that I will never drink and drive.  It makes you think about a lot of things” Female 16, Tupton Hall 

 “This was really hard hitting and emotive, and shocked people into not drinking and driving” Female 17, Swanwick Hall
“Very emotive” Female 16, Netherthorpe
“I really enjoyed the play – it was good for people my age as we’re starting to drink, and it didn’t feel like it was being forced down our throats” Female 16, Belper
“I enjoyed the performance and found it very powerful.  I thought there should have been a bit more about Judy’s other drink driving incident after” Male 16, Netherthorpe
“It was a very good play.  Better than lessons” Male 16, Tupton Hall
“The performance was well acted and well presented, but I believe it was slightly too long” Male 17, Swanwick Hall

“Good acting, made people think” Female 17, Belper
“More relevant to older students who drive perhaps” Female 16, Netherthorpe
“The title of the play is imaginative and relevant” Female 16, Tupton Hall
“I thought the chanting at the beginning of the play was a bit over the top” Female 16, Netherthorpe
“Humorous name for the play” Male 17, Anthony Gell
“The woman who killed her sister should have been punished a lot more, as it may not have happened again” Female 17, Swanwick Hall
“Fantastic acting” Female 16, Netherthorpe
“If you want to drive you shouldn’t have a single drink” Female 16, Tupton Hall
“Very informative” Female 16, Swanwick Hall
“Don’t drink and drive” Female 16, Swanwick Hall
“The title of the play is really relevant to the message being delivered, and it sticks in the audiences mind” Female 16, Tupton Hall
“The play is quite relevant because in a few years all of us will be driving” Male 16, Netherthorpe
“I thought the play was fantastic and it really touched me” Female 17, Pingle
“Drink driving kills” Male 17, Netherthorpe
“The play was very good; however it was very upsetting with the death.  I was worried to drive home that night” Female 17, Swanwick Hall
“The presentation was very good and I got the message” Female 17, Netherthorpe
“Very emotional performance” Female 18, Swanwick Hall
“Fantastic play; it strongly moved all of the sixth form – which is very hard to do” Male 16, Anthony Gell
“Harsher penalties for drink drivers are needed.  A no driving policy after the consumption of alcohol should be enforced” Male 17, Swanwick Hall
“Made me think completely about driving after drinking” Female 16, Netherthorpe
“Performance was really good, made you think” Female 16, Netherthorpe
“If you drink and drive you are just silly” Female 16, Netherthorpe
Teacher’s Comments, post performance
“Excellent production; many students deeply affected – it brought the issue vividly to life!” Teacher, Netherthorpe
“The group worked very hard to make it a very effective performance – the feedback method was very useful also” Teacher, Netherthorpe
Part 1 Male results:  
345

Do you have a driving 
Yes full:
24

licence?

Yes provisional:
107

Yes motorcycle:
2

No but intend to:
203

No don’t intend to:
10

If you have a driving licence, do you have access 

to:

Your own vehicle:
63

Family / shared 
41


Driving school vehicle
43

Do you think there is pressure to drink alcohol when you are out with friends?

Yes:
144

No:
197

Do you think sometimes it is OK to drive when you have had too much to drink?

Yes
21

No
319

Do you think that you are safe to drive after?

3 pints of lager
19
3 Alcopops
43

2 glasses of wine
73
1 glass of wine
217

3 shots
21
1 alcopop
239

2 alcopops
127
1 shot
155

2 shots
60
2 pints of lager
97

1 bottle of wine
5
3 glasses of wine
12

1 pint of lager
247

If someone drives when over the drink/drive limit, and has a car crash which results in the death of a

 passenger, do you think an 18 month ban and £250 fine would be?

Too harsh:
4

Too soft:
268

About right:
69

How well do you agree with the following statements?

Strongly Agree
Agree
Unsure
Disagree
One drink helps you relax and concentrate
22
115
73
132
If you know how to handle a car, you can take a few risks
11
49
53
230
I would try to stop someone driving, if they had been 
144
141
37
21
drinking
If I was driving, I wouldn't have a single drink
99
83
108
53
After a night out, I would accept a lift from someone I 
26
73
127
118
knew had drunk 2 pints
It's OK to drive after taking drugs, as long as they 
27
93
159
67
are prescribed
The police can test you to see if you've taken drugs
144
129
49
20
There should be a zero alcohol limit for drivers
59
73
110
102
Part 1 Female results:  

411

Do you have a driving 
Yes full:
19

licence?

Yes provisional:
133

Yes motorcycle:
0

No but intend to:
252

No don’t intend to:
8

If you have a driving licence, do you have access 

to:

Your own vehicle:
38

Family / shared 
48

Driving school vehicle
66

Do you think there is pressure to drink alcohol when you are out with friends?

Yes:
132

No:
276

Do you think sometimes it is OK to drive when you have had too much to drink?

Yes
5

No
403

Do you think that you are safe to drive after?

3 pints of lager
4
3 alcopops
32

2 glasses of wine
62
1 glass of wine
257

3 shots
8
1 alcopop
265

2 alcopops
123
1 shot
149

2 shots
43
2 pints of lager
68

1 bottle of wine
2
3 glasses of wine
3

1 pint of lager
253

If someone drives when over the drink/drive limit, and has a car crash which results in the death of a

 passenger, do you think an 18 month ban and £250 fine would be?

Too harsh:
5

Too soft:
333

About right:
69

How well do you agree with the following statements?

Strongly Agree
Agree
Unsure
Disagree
One drink helps you relax and concentrate
12
101
120
172
If you know how to handle a car, you can take a few risks
3
17
45
345
I would try to stop someone driving, if they had been 
256
108
26
10
drinking
If I was driving, I wouldn't have a single drink
147
120
102
32
After a night out, I would accept a lift from someone I 
10
76
120
202
knew had drunk 2 pints
It's OK to drive after taking drugs, as long as they 
26
104
195
80
are prescribed
The police can test you to see if you've taken drugs
164
167
73
4
There should be a zero alcohol limit for drivers
101
100
135
72

Part 2 Male results:                     111

Do you have a driving licence?
Yes full:
10

Yes provisional:
29

Yes motorcycle:
1

No intend to apply:
65

No do not intend to drive:
6

If you have a driving licence, do you access to:

Your own vehicle
19

Family / shared vehicle:
12

Driving school vehicle
10

How would you rate the performance overall?

Very good:
54

Good:
44

Average:
12

Poor:
0

Very poor:
1

Do you think the theme of the performance was relevant to your age group?

Yes very relevant:
69

Yes quite relevant:
41

No not relevant:
1

Do you think watching the performance has influenced your attitude to driving?

Absolutely:
41

Maybe:
46

Not really:
8

Not at all:
1

I already have a positive attitude: 
16

At the end of the performance, the car crash results in the death of Judy’s sister.  Do you think that

 the 18 months ban and £250 fine is?

Too harsh:
4

Too soft:
86

About right:
21
  Do you think it is OK to drive when you have had too much to drink?

Yes sometimes:
5

 No:
106
  Do you think it is OK to drive when you have had too much to drink?

3 pints of lager:
3
3 alcopops:
4

2 glasses of wine:
8
1 glass of wine:
44

3 shots:
4
1 alcopop:
50

2 alcopops:
14
1 shot:
34

2 shots:
8
2 pints of lager:
11

1 bottle wine:
0
          3 glasses of wine:                    2

1 pint of lager:
60
How well do you agree with the following statements?

Strongly Agree
Agree
Unsure
Disagree

One drink helps you relax and concentrate
3
29
22
53

If you know how to handle a car you can take a few 
0
5
14
88

risks

I would try to stop someone driving, if they had been 
53
40
11
4

drinking

If I was driving I wouldn't have a single drink
31
30
38
6

After a night out, I would accept a lift from someone I knew
4
9
35
57

had drunk two pints

OK to drive after taking drugs, as long as they are prescribed
3
19
56
28

The police can test you to see if you have taken drugs
56
37
9
4

There should be a zero alcohol limit for drivers
25
28
34
18
Part 2 Female Results:

Do you have a driving licence?
Yes full:
7

Yes provisional:
42

Yes motorcycle:
1

No intend to apply:
81

No do not intend to drive:
3

If you have a driving licence, do you access to:

Your own vehicle
17

Family / shared vehicle:
15


Driving school vehicle
22

How would you rate the performance overall?

Very good:
95

Good:
36

Average:
4

Poor:
1

Very poor:
1

Do you think the theme of the performance was relevant to your age group?

Yes very relevant:
101

Yes quite relevant:
33

No not relevant:
2

Do you think watching the performance has influenced your attitude to driving?

Absolutely:
63

Maybe:
41

Not really:
9

Not at all:
1

I already have a positive attitude: 
21

At the end of the performance, the car crash results in the death of Judy’s sister.  Do you think that

 the 18 months ban and £250 fine is?

Too harsh:
4

Too soft:
114

About right:
18

Do you think it is OK to drive when you have had too much to drink?

Yes sometimes:
1

 No:
133

Do you think it is OK to drive when you have had too much to drink?

3 pints of lager:
0
3 alcopops:
3

2 glasses of wine:
9
1 glass of wine:
55

3 shots:
2
1 alcopop:
67

 2 alcopops:
18
1 shot:
30

2 shots:
5
2 pints of lager:
10

1 bottle wine:
                  0                3 glasses of wine:
         0

1 pint of lager:
61
How well do you agree with the following statements?

Strongly Agree
Agree
Unsure
Disagree

One drink helps you relax and concentrate
3
36
42
51

If you know how to handle a car you can take a few 
1
4
6
121

risks

I would try to stop someone driving, if they had been 
90
34
9
0

drinking

If I was driving I wouldn't have a single drink
43
47
39
3

After a night out, I would accept a lift from someone I knew
2
8
39
84

had drunk two pints

OK to drive after taking drugs, as long as they are prescribed
6
26
65
36

The police can test you to see if you have taken drugs
76
45
11
1

There should be a zero alcohol limit for drivers
34
36
45
17
A Documentary Play devised by Mark Wheeller
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