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	STRICTLY EMBARGOED UNTIL MONDAY 22ND JANUARY 

	

	Drivers on the phone face 3 points on their licence

1 in 5 motorists admit to calling or texting at the wheel

New legislation to increase the penalty for using a hand-held phone whilst driving will come into force on 27th February.

The current fine of £30 is set to increase to a fixed penalty of £60 and the offender will also receive three penalty points on his or her driving licence. If a case goes to court, then in addition to the points, discretionary disqualification can be added on top of the existing maximum fine of £1,000 - £2,500 in the case of a driver of a bus or coach or goods vehicle. 3 out of 4 drivers are not presently aware that the penalties are going to change according to new research conducted by the Department of Transport.

Research from 2002 shows that driving whilst using a hand held mobile phone ranks alongside drink driving in terms of slowing reaction times and in reality the use of a hands-free is just as bad. Yet motorists still underestimate the problems using a phone at the wheel can cause: 69% of those surveyed think that drink driving has a greater effect on driving performance.

Using a hand-held mobile phone whilst driving slows reactions by 50% compared to normal driving, so putting the driver and others at serious risk. Reaction times can also be on average 30% slower when using a hand-held phone compared to being drunk. The issue is the mental distraction of the conversation. 1 in 5 motorists admit to using their phone at the wheel to text or call according to the recent research.
Find out from David Frost from the Local Authority Road Safety Officer’s Association (LARSOA) how this change will improve safety on the roads in the UK. 50% of motorists say that the increased penalty will discourage them from using their phone whilst driving.


	
	SUGGESTED QUESTIONS

	
	
	· How does the new legislation differ from the old law?

· Why was it felt necessary to introduce the new legislation?

· How does using a phone at the wheel compare to drink driving?

· Can people still use Bluetooth headsets?

· Where can people find more information about the changes?

	
	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

	
	
	For further information: http://www.thinkroadsafety.gov.uk/campaigns/mobilephones/mobilephones.htm
LARSOA - Local Authority Road Safety Officer’s Association

http://www.larsoa.org.uk/about_us.htm
Using a telephone whilst driving has been outlawed since 1 December 2001. Designed to reduce casualties and improve safety on Britain’s roads the new penalty will hit dangerous drivers hard and should prove a greater deterrent than the current penalty does. The law also states that employers can be prosecuted if they require their employees to use any phone to take or make calls while driving.

Hands free equipment will not be prohibited under the new legislation but the DfT advice will remain that drivers should switch to voicemail and not use a mobile in the car at any time. 


	
	
	

	EDITORS NOTES
	
	

	We have David Frost, spokesperson for LARSOA available for interview on Monday 22nd January. To book an interview or for further information please contact the media team on 0207 253 8888 or email mediateam@markettiers4dc.com
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	Survey carried out by:      Tickbox.net

Date of survey:                 January 07

Sample size:                     1516


	BACKGROUND AND REGIONAL INFORMATION


East

74% of people are not aware that penalties are going to change

17% of people admit to using a mobile for making and receiving calls/text whilst driving

54% think it is safer to use a hands free mobile phone device whilst driving

72% think that drinking and driving has the greatest effect on driving performance

5% said they do not make or take calls but admitted that they do look at /send text messages

5% said they could concentrate on driving whilst using a mobile phone be it hand-held or hands free.

50% said that a £60 fine and 3 points on their licence would discourage them from using a mobile phone whilst driving

London

71% of people are not aware that penalties are going to change

23% of people admit to using a mobile for making and receiving calls/text whilst driving

61% think it is safer to use a hands free mobile phone device whilst driving

70% think that drinking and driving has the greatest effect on driving performance

10% said they do not make or take calls but admitted that they do look at /send text messages

6% said they could concentrate on driving whilst using a mobile phone be it hand-held or hands free.

53% said that a £60 fine and 3 points on their licence would discourage them from using a mobile phone whilst driving

Midlands

73% of people are not aware that penalties are going to change

21% of people admit to using a mobile for making and receiving calls/text whilst driving

57% think it is safer to use a hands free mobile phone device whilst driving

64% think that drinking and driving has the greatest effect on driving performance

7% said they do not make or take calls but admitted that they do look at /send text messages

5% said they could concentrate on driving whilst using a mobile phone be it hand-held or hands free.

54% said that a £60 fine and 3 points on their licence would discourage them from using a mobile phone whilst driving

North East

83% of people are not aware that penalties are going to change

13% of people admit to using a mobile for making and receiving calls/text whilst driving

54% think it is safer to use a hands free mobile phone device whilst driving

79% think that drinking and driving has the greatest effect on driving performance

8% said they do not make or take calls but admitted that they do look at /send text messages

3% said they could concentrate on driving whilst using a mobile phone be it hand-held or hands free.

48% said that a £60 fine and 3 points on their licence would discourage them from using a mobile phone whilst driving

North West

71% of people are not aware that penalties are going to change

19% of people admit to using a mobile for making and receiving calls/text whilst driving

57% think it is safer to use a hands free mobile phone device whilst driving

74% think that drinking and driving has the greatest effect on driving performance

9% said they do not make or take calls but admitted that they do look at /send text messages

4% said they could concentrate on driving whilst using a mobile phone be it hand-held or hands free.

40% said that a £60 fine and 3 points on their licence would discourage them from using a mobile phone whilst driving









Scotland

69% of people are not aware that penalties are going to change

21% of people admit to using a mobile for making and receiving calls/text whilst driving

53% think it is safer to use a hands free mobile phone device whilst driving

69% think that drinking and driving has the greatest effect on driving performance

10% said they do not make or take calls but admitted that they do look at /send text messages

6% said they could concentrate on driving whilst using a mobile phone be it hand-held or hands free.

51% said that a £60 fine and 3 points on their licence would discourage them from using a mobile phone whilst driving

South East

73% of people are not aware that penalties are going to change

24% of people admit to using a mobile for making and receiving calls/text whilst driving

59% think it is safer to use a hands free mobile phone device whilst driving

65% think that drinking and driving has the greatest effect on driving performance

8% said they do not make or take calls but admitted that they do look at /send text messages

5% said they could concentrate on driving whilst using a mobile phone be it hand-held or hands free.

48% said that a £60 fine and 3 points on their licence would discourage them from using a mobile phone whilst driving

South West

74% of people are not aware that penalties are going to change

17% of people admit to using a mobile for making and receiving calls/text whilst driving

56% think it is safer to use a hands free mobile phone device whilst driving

65% think that drinking and driving has the greatest effect on driving performance

9% said they do not make or take calls but admitted that they do look at /send text messages

5% said they could concentrate on driving whilst using a mobile phone be it hand-held or hands free.

47% said that a £60 fine and 3 points on their licence would discourage them from using a mobile phone whilst driving

Wales
76% of people are not aware that penalties are going to change

10% of people admit to using a mobile for making and receiving calls/text whilst driving

60% think it is safer to use a hands free mobile phone device whilst driving

70% think that drinking and driving has the greatest effect on driving performance

3% said they do not make or take calls but admitted that they do look at /send text messages

4% said they could concentrate on driving whilst using a mobile phone be it hand-held or hands free.

49% said that a £60 fine and 3 points on their licence would discourage them from using a mobile phone whilst driving

Yorkshire

69% of people are not aware that penalties are going to change

16% of people admit to using a mobile for making and receiving calls/text whilst driving

53% think it is safer to use a hands free mobile phone device whilst driving

72% think that drinking and driving has the greatest effect on driving performance

6% said they do not make or take calls but admitted that they do look at /send text messages

5% said they could concentrate on driving whilst using a mobile phone be it hand-held or hands free.

58% said that a £60 fine and 3 points on their licence would discourage them from using a mobile phone whilst driving

