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The following schemes have contributed to this report:

Fife Road Safety Unit – Safer Steps

East Riding(Yorkshire Council)– Pedestrian Skills Training

West Sussex County Council – Footsteps

Doncaster Metropolitan Borough – Stepping Out / Across

Somerset County Council – Practical Pedestrian Training

Penrith – Cumbria Pedestrian Skills Training
Oxfordshire County Council – Footsteps
Kingston Upon Hull – Practical Pedestrian Training
· The ratio of staff to schools within the authority.
The authorities operating pedestrian training schemes appear to have very different staff to school ratios:  
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· The type of land use within the authority.

Half of the authorities operating the scheme stated that their land was a mixture of urban and rural. However, 37.5% of schemes were said to be running in areas that were predominantly rural, compared to 12.5% in urban areas. 
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· How the schools are allocated the scheme.
6 of the 8 authorities, who provide the scheme, said that it was available to all schools.  1 said that it was allocated depending on casualty figures, and 1 on socio-economic deprivation.  
· The school year groups involved in training.
Most of the schemes are used predominantly with Reception through to Year 4.  Only one method is used with Year 5 and above.

[image: image14.emf]Pre practical, 2

Post practical, 

3

Both, 1

No, 2


· The number of training sessions.
Half of the schemes consist of one training session, with others arranging two, or more than four sessions
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· The length of the practical training sessions.
As the graph below shows, the length of the training sessions varies across the different pedestrian training schemes.  
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· The key skills taught to children.
All the schemes teach children to recognise safe and dangerous places to cross. Most also show children basic road skills, the green cross code and explain crossing between parked cars.  Four schemes also teach children other skills.  These are:
· Recognising street furniture which could be a problem for them

· People who help, near / far, fast / slow, planning a safe route

· Yr 4- helping children to develop their own strategy

· Encouraging discussion about all traffic situations.
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· Ratio of trainers to children for practical training.
During the practical training sessions, approximately 30% of schemes had a 1:2 ratio, 30% had 1:3, and 30% had 1:5.  14% of schemes had a 1:4 ratio of trainers to children.

· The organisation of the practical training.
Over 60% of the pedestrian training schemes involve children being split into smaller groups, leaving the classroom at different intervals.
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· The provider of the road side training.
The practical sessions are predominantly led by Road Safety Staff (over 60%).  25% of schemes use parents and grandparents to lead their practical training and 15% use other volunteers (for example: School Crossing Patrol).
· CRB clearance for trainers / volunteers.
All of the pedestrian training schemes examined in this report, state that their local authorities require volunteers / trainers to undertake CRB checks.
· Expenses for volunteers
All of the local authorities that run the pedestrian training scheme, state that they do not pay any expenses for volunteers.

· Arranging the training of the volunteers.
50% of the schemes arrange training of the volunteers at each individual school.  25% train them on an individual person basis.  One authority stated that they only use volunteers as hand holders for young children, and one said that they only work with Road Safety staff and School staff.
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· What the Instructor Training Involves.
Of the six authorities that train instructors, two thirds said that they shadowed experienced trainers or Road Safety staff.  The other third used a combination of theory and practical training methods.
[image: image5.emf]0

2

4

0 1 2 3 4

Theory Only

Theory and

Practical

Shadowing

Experienced

Trainer / RS Officer


· The length of each volunteer training session.
Most volunteer trainers have one training session and that is less than one hour in length.
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· Training materials provided for the volunteers.
80% of the authorities stated that they give a handbook to volunteers.  20% give only informal material.
· Pre/Post training work.
75% of the training schemes examined in this report provide children with pre or post practical training.  The type of additional training given varies – see the graph below.
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· Resources used with the children.
All of the training courses stated that they used resources with the children.  Most commonly ‘In house prepared resources’ and ‘Other Department for Transport resources’. Other materials used include: DBDA resources, Junior Highway Code, In house materials and video, various wet play resources, ‘Road Safety Sam’, posters, stickers, profile sheets and parents homework sheets.
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· School participation in the scheme.
The graph below shows the percentages of the schools in each authority that participate in the scheme each year.  Over a third of the local authorities provide training for over 60% of their schools every year. [image: image8.emf]2
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· Schemes that run, or plan to run, evaluations.
7 out of the 8 schemes that have been examined in this report state that they are already undertaking, or planning to undertake, evaluations of the success of the training programme.  
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