Cyclist Injuries (age 10-15 yrs) in Hull

2000-2005

Methodology

The details of 190 collisions reported to Humberside Police in Hull in the years 2000 to 2005 (inclusive) form the basis of this analysis.

The narrative description was used to establish the circumstances of each collision.

Casualties
In total 192 cyclists aged between 10 and 15 years (inclusive) were injured during the period. This total included 1 fatal, 17 serious and 174 slight injuries.

Males:   Total = 157.   KSI = 16.
Females:  Total = 35.  KSI = 2.

Postcode of casualty:  HU1 = 1%.  HU2 =0.  HU3 = 19%.  HU4 = 6%.  HU5 = 13%.  HU6 = 16%.  HU7 = 11%.  HU8 = 9%.  HU9 = 25%.

Cyclist’s Manoeuvre
To identify appropriate  training interventions it is necessary to define the manoeuvre and position of the cyclist prior to the collision. This does not imply ‘blame’.
The most frequent cycling activity leading to a collision is riding off the footpath onto the carriageway. This occurred in 53 of the recorded collisions.

Riding across the road, often in conjunction with the above activity, was present in 47 of the collisions. As a sub-set, riding from between parked cars occurred in 21 incidents.

The cyclist failed to give way to other traffic in 37 collisions.

Cyclists changing position for right turns/overtaking preceded 13 collisions.

Driver Manoeuvre

Drivers failed to give way to the cyclist in 20 of the collisions. This was the most common driver activity.

Striking on overtaking led to 15 collisions.

Running into the back of cycle was present on 8 occasions.
Opening car doors preceded 4 collisions.

Summary

Although there are few recorded injuries to cyclists on the footway there is clearly a problem with young cyclists riding off the path onto the carriageway or riding across the road.

This type of activity has replaced the ‘changing position for right turns/overtaking’ manoeuvre which has been significant in previous analyses.

Both the theory and practical elements of our cycling training programme need to be modified to reflect this.
